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Rocklin Fire Department
4060 Rocklin Rd, Rocklin CA 95677
916-625-5300

How do I prepare for a career in the Fire Service?

Becoming a firefighter takes dedication, personal goals, education, and training. You can do a
number of things in order to make yourself a desirable candidate for a firefighter position at a fire
department.

Desirable High School Classes

Every class that you can take as a high school student can be applied to firefighting in one way or
another.

Math — Needed for pumping the fire engine and determining drug doses to administer medications.
Science — Needed to understand the physical properties of fire and fire behavior.

Chemistry — Needed to deal with hazardous materials.

Language Arts — Needed to complete written reports and read instruction manuals.

Social Studies — Firefighters work with the public. Social Studies is needed to understand different
cultures, heritages, and how people react in different psychological and emotional situations.

Public Speaking — Needed to be able to interact with the community as well as convey fire safety
messages to the public.

Physical Education — Needed because firefighting is a physically demanding job.

Health — Needed because firefighters not only need to understand anatomy and physiology when
they perform emergency medical duties, but they also need to be concerned with their own physical
health.

Industrial Arts — Shop type or industrial arts classes will give firefighters a strong background in
areas such as building construction, as well as give them a good mechanical knowledge to base their
critical thinking upon.

Job Educational Requirements
The education requirements for fire departments vary.

Possible requirements include:

High School Diploma or Equivalent
Valid Driver’s License

21 years of age
e Emergency Medical Technician or Paramedic certification
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