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Letter 

44 
Response 

 

Vicki, Margaret and Richard Ramsey 
1/18/08 

 

44-1 The commenter is concerned that the relocation of the Eastside Canal may interfere with the gravity flow 
and accessibility of the canal for individual PCWA irrigation water supplies. The relocation of the canal 
should have no such effect. The project applicant would be required to prepare plans and enter into a 
Facilities Agreement with the PCWA to relocate the canal pipe. In addition, in response to a comment 
from PCWA, the EIR at page 4.6-17 has been revised to show that, in relocating the Eastside Canal, the 
project applicant would be required to maintain the canal’s ability to provide raw water service to existing 
customers by maintaining current pressure and flow rates. In addition, overflow easements would be 
required from existing or relocated service boxes to approved locations. (See Response to Comment 4-3.)  

44-2  The Draft EIR did include an evaluation of the exposure of sensitive uses to vibration levels under Impact 
4.4-5 on page 4.4-19. The evaluation concluded that the project’s construction activities would not be 
expected to expose offsite sensitive receptors to vibration levels that would be considered excessive, and 
that the long-term operation of the project would not include any vibration sources; as such, the impact 
was determined to be less than significant and no mitigation measures were identified. 

There has been no determination that blasting activities will be necessary for the project. However, if 
blasting activities are to occur in conjunction with the project’s improvements, Mitigation Measure 4.4-2a 
requires the contractor to obtain a blasting permit from the City of Rocklin. As part of the blasting permit 
application, blasting safety measures to be implemented shall be identified at the time the application is 
made. As noted in Mitigation Measure 4.4-2a, safety measures to be implemented may include such 
things as blasting blankets. The City of Rocklin police chief has the issuing authority for a blasting permit 
under Municipal Code section 8.28.020 and Section 12007 of the Health and Safety Code. In addition, per 
Municipal Code section 8.28.040, it is at the discretion of the police chief to impose conditions on a 
blasting permit which he or she finds reasonable to promote safety to property and persons. The blasting 
permit process also requires the contractor applicant to provide proof of insurance coverage in a specified 
amount from $100,000 to $2,000,000 in accordance with Uniform Fire Code, Section 77.104 and 
Municipal Code section 8.28. Thus, the commenter’s concerns with the potential damage from project 
blasting will be addressed by implementation of Mitigation Measure 4.4-2a and the contractor’s 
adherence to the blasting permit procedures. 

44-3  The commenter is correct in that a masonry sound wall is being proposed along the eastern project site 
boundary to mitigate noise impacts from the proposed project. As noted in Impact 4.4-1, construction will 
only generate temporary (short-term and intermittent) increases in ambient noise levels. Thus such impact 
is considered less than significant. As noted in Impact 4.4-2, blasting activities could also occur in 
conjunction with project construction. As required by Mitigation Measure 4.4-2b, blasting activities will 
be limited to daytime hours. It should also be noted that all construction activities are subject to the City 
of Rocklin Construction Noise Guidelines. The commenter is correct that the construction of the 
recommended noise barriers would also reduce construction noise levels at residences to the east; the 
eastern perimeter wall is anticipated to be built once grading operations in that area have been completed 
and as part of the project’s first phase of construction. Because construction noise levels would be 
intermittent and short-term, and would be attenuated with the installation of the eastern perimeter wall, 
construction-generated temporary increases in ambient noise levels were considered to be less than 
significant.  

44-4  Although Mitigation measure 4.4-2b references just blasting activities as being subject to the City of 
Rocklin Noise Construction Guidelines, the Guidelines apply to all “construction-related noise-generating 
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activities“ Although not called out specifically as a mitigation measure, the Guidelines are uniformly 
applied to all projects within the City and the proposed project’s construction activities would be subject 
to the requirements of the City’s Noise Construction Guidelines. 

With respect to speakers at the Garden Center, current practices more typically involve individual cell 
phones or radios with store employees, rather than the use of speakers for public address systems.  

With respect to nighttime parking lot activity, the commenter is correct that the 24-hour nature of some of 
the stores will ensure that nighttime parking lot activity would occur at the project site. However, 
nighttime activity would be at a considerably less intensive level than daytime activity, and most of the 
parking areas will be well shielded from the residences to the east by intervening buildings; and those 
parking spaces that would not be shielded by buildings would be shielded by the recommended noise 
barrier along the eastern site boundary. As a result, noise impacts associated with nighttime parking lot 
activity are not expected. 

With respect to nighttime truck deliveries, the EIR analysis concluded that with the recommended 
property line noise barrier, noise impacts would not occur at the nearest residences to the east. The 
analysis focused on residences proposed adjacent to the project site in the Rocklin 60 Residential 
Development, with some residences located as close as 70 feet from the truck unloading/passby areas. At 
residences further east, such as the commenter’s residence, noise levels would be even lower due to 
standard reduction of sound with distance. As a result of that additional distance and the proposed noise 
barrier, significant noise impacts associated with nighttime truck deliveries are not identified at the 
commenter=s residence. Furthermore, noise from parking lot activities is considerably lower than noise 
from truck passages and unloading. Therefore, the measures included to mitigate truck delivery noise 
impacts at night would be more than adequate to reduce nighttime parking lot noise to a less than 
significant level. 

44-5  The noise study for the project accounts for the possibility of sleep disturbance. More specifically, the 
noise analysis addressed compliance with highly restrictive exterior nighttime noise level guidelines of 
the State of California Model Community Noise Control Ordinance. Satisfaction of those nighttime noise 
level standards at exterior areas of the nearest residences would ensure that noise levels at the interior 
rooms of those same residences would be acceptable as well. 

Under CEQA, the determination of the significance of impacts, in this case noise impacts, is made by 
application of the thresholds of significance. The thresholds of significance are objectives, criteria, and 
procedures adopted by a public agency for the evaluation of projects and the preparation of environmental 
impact reports and negative declarations. (Public Resources Code, Section 21082.) Such thresholds are 
generally drawn from existing environmental standards, such as other statutes or regulations. (See Protect 
the Historic Amador Waterways v. Amador Water Agency (2004) 116 Cal.App.4th 1099, 1107.) In this 
case, the thresholds of significance for noise are derived from CEQA Guidelines Appendix G, the State of 
California Model Noise Ordinance, and the City of Rocklin General Plan Noise Element, which do not 
prescribe a specific standard for sleep disturbance noise levels. Rather the standards require a finding of 
significance if the project would expose persons to exterior and interior noise levels in excess of 60 dBA 
Ldn and 45 dBA Ldn, respectively, or if the State Standards are exceeded. The Ldn (Day-Night Average 
Level) is based upon the average hourly Leq over a 24-hour day, and actually takes into consideration 
nighttime noise levels by applying a +10 decibel weighting to nighttime (10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.) Leq 
values. The nighttime penalty is based upon the assumption that people react to nighttime noise exposures 
as though they were subjectively twice as loud as daytime exposures. Therefore, the project applies the 
proper thresholds of significance, which already take into account nighttime noise levels, and no further 
analysis in the EIR is necessary. 
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44-6  The combined fire and pedestrian access noted by the commenter does, in fact, introduce an opening in 
the solid noise barrier proposed along the eastern site boundary. Bollard Acoustical Consultants (BAC) 
did consider the effects of this opening during the preparation of the noise study for this project.  

Specifically, the location of the opening is in a less intensive area of truck activity, and the small retail 
stores to the immediate west of the opening would serve as a large barrier to noise from the parking area 
and Interstate 80, and the opening of the barrier is relatively small. As a result, BAC concluded that this 
opening for emergency access would not result in adverse noise impacts at the residences proposed within 
the Rocklin 60 development immediately adjacent to the project site. At residences further east, project 
noise levels would be even lower. 

44-7  Wal-Mart does not propose a tire/automotive center. As a result, no assessment of noise impacts due to 
such a use is warranted. With respect to RV parking in the Wal-Mart parking lot, the following text is 
hereby added to Mitigation Measure 4.4-4 on page 4.4-19 of the Draft EIR:  

► Overnight parking of recreational vehicles for the purpose of overnight camping is not 
permitted on or within the proposed development. The developer shall install signs 
throughout the parking area stating “No Overnight Camping Permitted on the 
Premises.” Violators will be cited per Municipal Code Section 10.24.230.” 

As a result, the conclusions reached in the Draft EIR regarding no adverse noise impacts resulting from 
such parking activities are still valid.  

44-8  The design of the emergency vehicle/pedestrian access would include the use of bollards to prevent 
unauthorized vehicular access. In addition, the City will apply a condition of approval to the Rocklin 
Crossings project that will require the access opening to be gated or blocked such that vehicles and 
pedestrians cannot use it, if the Rocklin 60 project is not built and occupied at the time that the Rocklin 
Crossings project is ready for operation. The design, lighting and landscaping of the emergency vehicle 
pedestrian access would be reviewed by the Rocklin Police Department to incorporate features that would 
promote public safety, as a part of both the Rocklin Crossings and Rocklin 60 projects. 

The proposed Rocklin Crossings project does contain some pedestrian friendly design elements such as 
sidewalks, pedestrian walkways in the parking area, and ADA-compliant paths of travel, and the 
emergency vehicle/pedestrian access location would lead to a proposed roadway as part of the adjacent 
proposed Rocklin 60 residential project. These features are anticipated to promote a pedestrian friendly 
environment and a redesign of the Rocklin Crossings project as suggested by the commenter is not 
considered to be necessary 

The location of the emergency vehicle/pedestrian access was determined in consultation with the City’s 
Police and Fire Departments. Although the primary purpose of the access is for emergency reasons, it was 
also recognized that an emergency access point could also function as an opportunity for pedestrian and 
bicyclist use between the proposed residential and retail commercial projects. With that consideration in 
mind, the access point was designed at a location that would minimize conflicts with loading and 
unloading operations that typically occur at the backs of large retail commercial tenants, and at a location 
that would minimize the distance that was required to be traveled to get to the front of the shopping 
center.  

44-9  Please see Response to Comment 44-7.  

44-10  The comments referenced by the commenter are attached as Appendix D to this Final EIR. Although not 
all of the comment letters received on the Notice of Preparation were included in the Draft EIR, the 
concerns raised in these comment letters were identified and addressed in the preparation of the Draft 
EIR.  
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Letter 

45 
Response 

 

Sherill Rohde 
1/21/08 

 

45-1  The project site is located within approximately 300 feet of Secret Ravine Creek at its closest location. 
For a discussion of the project’s impacts on Secret Ravine Creek, the commenter is referred to Section 
4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality, and Section 4.12, Biological Resources, of the Draft EIR. For water 
quality issues, the commenter is also referred to the Master Response on Water Quality. For additional 
discussion of the current status of special-status fish and their habitat in Secret Ravine Creek and the 
project’s effect on Central Valley steelhead and Chinook salmon and their habitat and water quality in 
Secret Ravine Creek, see Master Response regarding Secret Ravine Creek and the technical memorandum 
on Secret Ravine Creek prepared by ECORP (Appendix A). 

The commenter states that the issues surrounding traffic, noise, light pollution, aesthetics and the need for 
the project have not been properly addressed in the Draft EIR; however the commenter does not identify 
specific analytical deficiencies in the Draft EIR. The Draft EIR provides extensive analysis and 
discussion in all these issue areas and the project would implement measures to mitigate any impacts in 
these areas. The traffic study has analyzed study intersections consistent with city standards and has 
proposed improvements to mitigate project impacts at locations where the project significantly impacts 
operating condition of the intersections and roadway segments. The proposed improvements would 
mitigate the project impacts to less-than-significant levels per City standards. The project would 
implement Mitigation Measure 4.7-4, which addresses impacts due to light and glare, and includes the 
development and approval of a lighting plan to ensure project lighting does not cause any nuisance to 
adjoining streets or properties. Mitigation Measure 4.7-3 would be implemented and the project applicant 
would be required to comply with the City of Rocklin Municipal Code, which requires that all projects 
undergo design review to ensure that development of the site is of high quality and does not create visual 
incompatibilities (Municipal Code, Section 17.72.020). For a detailed discussion of these issues, the 
commenter is referred to the following sections of the Draft EIR: Section 4.2, Traffic and Circulation; 
Section 4.7, Aesthetics; and Section 4.4, Noise. The Rocklin Crossings project is a private development 
that is proposing to include a Wal-Mart Supercenter and a Home Depot as major tenants along with a 
number of smaller tenants. The City of Rocklin is not proposing this development and does not control 
which tenants would locate within the development.  

The commenter’s opposition to the proposed project is noted.  
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Letter 

46 
Response 

 

Lila F. Sasaki 
1/23/08 

 

46-1  For a discussion of the proposed project’s impact on police protection services and the issue of crime, the 
commenter is referred to Responses to Comments 33-1 and 51-1.  

For a discussion of the proposed project’s effects on other existing developments within the City, the 
commenter is referred to Section 5, Economic Impact and Urban Decay Analysis, of the Draft EIR.  
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Letter 

47 
Response 

 

Howard and Marilyn Stitt 
1/23/08 

 

47-1  Please refer to the Response to Comment 28-1. This comment states that Granite Drive is currently in a 
state of urban decay. Although there is currently a high rate of vacancy in Rocklin, and there is some 
small shop space that is vacant on Granite Drive, it does not follow that this street is in a state of urban 
decay. Urban decay is defined as physical deterioration that is so prevalent and substantial it impairs the 
proper utilization of affected real estate or the health, safety, and welfare of the surrounding community. 
(See Bakersfield Citizens for Local Control v. City of Bakersfield (2004) 124 Cal.App.4th 1184 (court 
refers to concerns about “business closures and physical deterioration of the downtown area,” a potential 
“downward spiral of store closures and long-term vacancies in existing shopping centers,” and “numerous 
vacant or half-vacant strip malls adorned with graffiti and weeds”).) The current high vacancy rate is a 
result of the temporary oversupply of new retail space built in the last few years along with the tightening 
credit markets which have affected small business owners. CBRE Consulting, which prepared the 
economic and urban decay analyses, expects the vacancy rate to decline once the credit and housing 
markets recover and new retail space is leased. Granite Drive, in particular, is expected to be revitalized 
by several retail and office projects that are being planned for this street. The existing centers on Granite 
Drive will likely benefit from the increase in traffic to these new developments. 
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Letter 

48 
Response 

 

Eric Sutton 
1/22/07 

 

48-1  Please see Responses to Comments 24-1, 27-1, 28-1, 31-1 and 47-1, as well as the Economic Impact 
Analysis included as Appendix B to the Draft EIR.  
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Letter 

49 
Response 

 

Nancy Tilcock 
1/14/08 

 

49-1  For a discussion of the current status of special-status fish and their habitat in Secret Ravine Creek and the 
project’s effect on Central Valley steelhead and Chinook salmon and their habitat and water quality in 
Secret Ravine Creek, see Master Response regarding Secret Ravine Creek and the technical memorandum 
on Secret Ravine Creek prepared by ECORP (Appendix A). 

49-2  For a discussion of the current status of special-status fish and their habitat in Secret Ravine Creek and the 
project’s effect on Central Valley steelhead and Chinook salmon and their habitat and water quality in 
Secret Ravine Creek, see Master Response regarding Secret Ravine Creek and the technical memorandum 
on Secret Ravine Creek prepared by ECORP (Appendix A). 
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Letter 

50 
Response 

 Nancy Tilcock (second letter) 
No date 
Rec’d 1/23/08 

 

50-1  As discussed in the Master Response on Energy Conservation and Air Quality Mitigation, the project 
would incorporate a number of measures to address the potential effects on global climate change. For a 
detailed discussion of the project’s global climate change impacts, the commenter is referred to Section 
6.4 commencing on page 6-55 of the Draft EIR. In addition, the commenter is referred to Section 4.14, 
Energy, for a discussion of the project’s energy efficient design components and to Mitigation Measure 
4.3-2 on page 4.3-21 of the Draft EIR (and as amended in this Final EIR) for a list of emission control 
measures that would help reduce the project’s greenhouse gas generation.  

50-2  Please see Response to Comment 50-1. Mitigation Measure 4.3-2, as noted in the Master Response on 
Energy Conservation and Air Quality Mitigation and on page 4.3-21 of the Draft EIR, includes 
consideration of highly reflective roofing material for the project, where feasible, in order to increase 
solar reflectivity and lower cooling loads. In addition, as discussed in the Master Response on Energy 
Conservation and Air Quality Mitigation, the project would incorporate a number of other energy 
efficiency measures to reduce water and energy consumption. Furthermore, in response to comments 
from PCAPCD, the City has modified Mitigation Measure 4.3-2 to be more specific, to insert flexibility 
where desirable and necessary, and to include additional obligations.  

50-3  Achieving Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification is a voluntary program 
that is not mandated by the City. Whether the buildings on the site are constructed consistent with the 
LEED certification requirements is at the discretion of the project applicant. As discussed in the Master 
Response on Energy Conservation and Air Quality Mitigation, however, the project will incorporate a 
number of energy efficiency measures to reduce water and energy consumption. Furthermore, in response 
to comments from PCAPCD, the City has modified Mitigation Measure 4.3-2 to be more specific, to 
insert flexibility where desirable and necessary, and to include additional obligations.  

50-4  The EIR analyzes an alternative similar to that suggested by the commenter, the Reduced Size 
Alternative. This alternative is discussed in detail commencing on page 7-4 of the Draft EIR, and includes 
a 50% reduction in the project’s proposed square footage and the elimination of one of the two primary 
tenants. This alternative would also allow sensitive resource areas to be preserved (i.e., oak trees and 
wetlands). At the time of action on the project, the feasibility of this alternative and the other alternatives 
presented in the EIR will ultimately be determined by the lead agency’s decision-making body, here the 
Rocklin City Council. (See Pub. Resources Code, Section 21081(a)(3).) The determination of the 
feasibility of an alternative may be made based on a “reasonable balancing of the relevant economic, 
environmental, social, and technological factors.” (City of Del Mar v. City of San Diego (1982) 133 
Cal.App.3d 401, 417; see also Sequoyah Hills Homeowners Assn. v. City of Oakland (1993) 23 
Cal.App.4th 704, 714-716 (court upholds findings rejecting alternatives for not fully satisfying project 
objectives).)  

50-5  The proposed project will be required to comply with the energy conservation requirements of Title 24 of 
the California Code of Regulations. These requirements are discussed in detail in Section 4.14, Energy, of 
the Draft EIR. Title 24 does require that LED lighting be used exclusively in new commercial buildings. 
However, as discussed on page 4.14-4 of the Draft EIR and in the Master Response on Energy 
Conservation and Air Quality Mitigation, Wal-Mart includes a variety of energy efficient design 
components in its stores including the use of efficient T-8 fluorescent lamps and electronic ballasts in all 
new stores and the use of LED lighting in internally illuminated building signage.  
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50-6  Other parking options, such as underground parking or parking structures, were not considered to be 
practical by the project applicant and thus were not included as part of the project application and 
description. Underground parking was considered to be infeasible because of geologic conditions on the 
project site. The site is underlain by rocky conditions, which would make an underground parking 
structure cost prohibitive to build. In addition, underground parking also poses concerns with shallow 
groundwater and the need for possible long-term pumping of such. Structured parking was considered to 
be infeasible because of the need and desire to maintain store and site visibility for traveling motorists, in 
addition to cost considerations.  

As discussed on page 4.1-9 of the Draft EIR, the proposed project would not properly be considered “strip 
commercial” because the project incorporates the “village concept” by grouping multiple commercial 
land uses in one core area. The project site is divided into two primary building districts identified as the 
Retail Promenade District and the Retail Village Clusters District. The Retail Promenade District includes 
the large retail tenants along the site’s eastern property line while the Retail Village Clusters District 
includes three separate Village Clusters immediately adjacent to Interstate 80 and Sierra College 
Boulevard. In addition, the project includes the implementation of Development Guidelines that would 
establish and control the design character for the entire project. The Development Guidelines address site 
planning, landscaping, architecture, exterior lighting and signage. All development at the site would be 
required to comply with the guidelines. By implementing the village concept and consistent development 
guidelines throughout the project site, the proposed project would be consistent with Policy 20 of the 
General Plan. Therefore, implementation of a parking garage or underground parking would not be 
necessary to ensure compliance with Policy 20.  

50-7  The worst case daily truck activity at the project’s stores would conservatively consist of approximately 
15 semi-trailer trucks per day and approximately 3 semi dual trailer flatbed trucks per day for delivery of 
materials at the home improvement store. In addition, 6 semi-trailer trucks delivering dry grocery goods 
and general merchandise per day and 3 refrigerated semi-trailer truck deliveries per day at the grocery 
store. Approximately 15 smaller 2-axle vender trucks will also make deliveries to these stores each day.  

The trucks would access the project site via roadways designated as Truck Routes by the City. Based on 
evaluation of the project site plan, delivery trucks would likely enter the site from the roadway proposed 
along the southern edge of the project site and traverse north behind the stores along the project’s eastern 
border and then make their way to the project’s western site exit. Most trucks would back into the loading 
dock and are unloaded from the inside of the store using a fork lift or hand cart. Not all trucks are 
unloaded at loading docks; beverage, bread, potato chip, and other venders may utilize hand carts to 
unload their products through rear doors (as opposed to depressed dock areas). Flatbed lumber trailers 
would be unloaded using forklifts in the area behind the home improvement store.  

All diesel delivery trucks servicing the project shall not idle more than five minutes, consistent with 
Mitigation Measure 4.3-2. Furthermore, all delivery trucks would be required by law to meet model-year 
CARB standards for emissions, including particulate matter. Home Depot’s freight carriers, moreover, 
replace their truck equipment on average every 5 to 7 years, making it likely that the Home Depot fleet 
would contain 1996 or newer models. With respect to the commenter’s concern regarding truck parking 
within the City of Rocklin when not delivering goods, the commenter is directed to Rocklin Municipal 
Code section, 10.24.190. Per this section, commercial vehicles having a manufacturer’s gross vehicle 
weight rating of thirteen tons or more shall not be parked or left standing on any street within the city 
between the hours of six p.m. to six a.m., unless making a pick-up or delivery. 
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Letter 

51 
Response 

 

Pamela N. Tooker 
1/16/08 

 

51-1  The commenter has concerns about the potential for crime at the proposed development and requests the 
EIR include a crime analysis studying existing Wal-Marts in the Roseville area. The commenter includes 
a study called “Crime and Wal-Mart—“Is Wal-Mart safe?”—An Analysis of Official Police Incidents at 
Wal-Mart Stores” conducted by Wake-Up Wal-Mart. The commenter requests that the EIR include 
additional information from this study for consideration by the public and public decision makers.  

Response to Comment 33-1 and the Draft EIR discuss the impacts of the proposed project on Public 
Services and Utilities, including law enforcement resources. (See Draft EIR, pp. 4.6-8, 4.6-21 through 
4.6-22.) The potential for the proposed project to induce crime, however, is a social issue, rather than an 
environmental issue. As such, the potential for a project to cause or induce criminal activity is generally 
not within the range of issues that must be analyzed in an EIR. (See City of Pasadena v. State of 
California (1993) 14 Cal.App.4th 810, 828, disapproved on other grounds in Western States Petroleum 
Assn. v. Superior Court (1995) 9 Cal.4th 559, 570, fn. 2.; Baird v. County of Contra Costa (1995) 32 
Cal.App.4th 1464, 1469-1470, fn. 2.)  

Under CEQA, an EIR must address only those project impacts that would cause “significant effects on the 
environment.” The CEQA Guidelines define “significant effect on the environment” as “a substantial, or 
potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditions within the area affected by the 
project[.]” (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15382.) The CEQA Guidelines also provide that “economic and 
social changes resulting from a project shall not be treated as significant effects on the environment.” 
(CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064, subd. (e); see Friends of Davis v. City of Davis (2000) 83 Cal.App.4th 
1004, 1019.)  

The courts have held that an increased risk of crime in connection with a project constitutes a social 
change, but not necessarily a physical environmental effect requiring review under CEQA. (City of 
Pasadena v. State of California, supra, 14 Cal.App.4th at p. 830.) In City of Pasadena v. State of 
California, the court rejected the City of Pasadena’s assertion that the opening of a parole office in its 
civic center constituted a “significant environmental effect” under CEQA because of the increased risk of 
crime associated with the presence of parolees. (Id. at pp. 817-818.) The court found that while there may 
have been a possibility of a social impact from the location of the parole office, neither crime nor 
vandalism constituted substantial evidence of physical environmental effects requiring review under 
CEQA. (Id. at pp. 829-830.) Thus, an EIR need not address economic or social changes resulting from a 
project unless those changes would produce “physical changes in the environment.” (Friends of Davis v. 
City of Davis, supra, 83 Cal.App.4th at p. 1019; City of Pasadena v. State of California, supra, 14 
Cal.App.4th at p. 828.) 

Although the EIR need not address this issue, this information may be considered by the public and local 
decision-makers in making a decision on the project. This information will therefore be forwarded to the 
City for its consideration.  

In accordance with CEQA, Impact 4.6-8 addresses the potential for the proposed project to create a need 
for new or expanded police facilities that may have a physical impact on the environment. (See also 
Response to Comment 33-1.) The project will not result in the need for new or expanded police facilities, 
and the project would generate sales tax revenues that could support additional police protection 
requirements deemed necessary by the City Council, which is the basis for the conclusion in Impact 4.6-8 
that impacts were less than significant. The Draft EIR indicated that the proposed project would be 
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expected to result in an increase in calls for service, but that most of the calls for service would be for 
non-violent incidents, such as property crimes, vehicle collisions, and noise complaints that are typically 
associated with large shopping centers and parking lot. None of these types of calls for service would 
have a physical impact on the environment and, therefore, the Draft EIR did not provide further analysis 
of their impacts. This is consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15131, which states that economic and 
social effects, which do not lead to reasonably foreseeable physical impacts, should not be treated as 
significant effects on the environment. 

In order to minimize crime at the project site, moreover, the project includes the implementation of 
security measures that are intended to ensure the safety of employees and the public. In particular, the 
project description already includes implementation the following security measures at the proposed Wal-
Mart Supercenter: 

► Conduct a risk analysis (crime survey) of the area to evaluate the security needs for the store and 
implement a security plan based upon this analysis. 

► Install closed-circuit camera systems (surveillance cameras) inside and outside the stores. 

► Establish a parking lot patrol for store area. The patrol would assist customers, ensure safety and take 
action to identify and prevent any suspicious activity (such as loitering and vandalism) both during 
the day and nighttime hours. 

► Establish a plainclothes patrol inside the stores to ensure safety and security. 

► Establish a Risk Control Team, which is a team of associates responsible and trained to identify and 
correct safety and security issues at the site. 

► Provide adequate lighting in the parking areas to ensure public safety.  

51-2  The commenter’s concerns about the project’s effects on the local business community are noted. For a 
discussion of the project and local businesses, see Response to Comment 28-1. For a detailed discussion 
of the project’s economic impacts, the commenter is referred to Chapter 5, Economic Impact and Urban 
Decay Analysis, of the Draft EIR.  
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Letter 

52 
Response 

 

LeAnne R. Torres  
Rec’d 1/22/08 

 

52-1  The commenter raises concerns regarding the adverse effects of development in the local area. The 
project would incorporate mitigation measures to reduce the project’s impacts on traffic, air quality and 
biological resources. For a detailed discussion of these issues and mitigation, the commenter is referred to 
Section 4.2, Traffic and Circulation; Section 4.3, Air Quality; and Section 4.12, Biological Resources; of 
the Draft EIR. (See also, Response to Comment 12-1.) For a discussion of the appropriateness of the 
project at the location being proposed, the commenter is referred to the Land Use Master Response. As 
the commenter does not raise any specific substantive comments on the contents of the Draft EIR, no 
additional response is necessary. 
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